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rVg‘/% %II know that the symbol of the
United Methodist Church is the cross
and flame, right? Did you know that
the symbol for United Methodist clergy
is the circuit rider? It looks a lot like
this:
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Well, 1 6m going t
| think the symbol for UM clergy ought
° °t0 be the cardboard box:
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empty, assembled and flat, large and
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the way it is. At the end of this month,
| will no longer be your pastor, and al-
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most overnight, Alex Musoke will be

your pastor. Of course, a change like

this involves loss, on my part as well as
your s. |l wondot stop
ing concerned about you, and | never

will forget you. But | will no longer be
your pastor. Weol |l g
ries, and weoll al we
through our prayers for one another. But

I will no longer be your pastor.

ol pbopPeseedttRANAEha
do anything to complicate the transition
process or cause difficulties for their
successor. And this can happen all too
easily, without anyone intending it to.
Part of the covenant we pastors share
with one another is that we will be very
careful about contact with former con-
gregations so that our actions do not
make it harder for new bonds to form.
DAY6IMY contact with a former pastor
can sometimes focus
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Nota Bene the deadline for the July Newsletter will be
Sunday June 27.



PAGE 2
JUNE 2010

that energy is most needed within the church community. It is also important for you to understand
that | cannot be available to you at a time when | too am forging bonds with my new congregation.
That s where my energies are most needed.

There are |l ots of emotions close to the surface
going to see you, and | will miss you all. But God is in this transitiond of that | have no doubt! My
hope and prayer is that you will be fed and will feed others in new and wonderful ways through your
ministry with Pastor Alex, and that you will open your hearts to him as he brings his gifts to share
with all of you.

May God bless us, every one!

Pastor Barbara

VBS June U

Calling all Heroes!!

Join us at High Street United Methodist Ct

Be a Hero with Goddés Power . At this yearodos VBS
Not super or powerful, their small acts were used by God to do wonderful things. Our children will
be challenged to be heroes who do the unexpected, take action, step out on faith, save the day and
stand for truth!

You can register your children and their friends at vacationbibleschool.com/highstreetumc
July 19-23, 2010
9am-Noon

We host over 40 children from our church and community. This requires a great number of support

staff volunteers to keep our week running smoothly. We are especially in need of a crafts coordina-

tor this year. Il would be happy to answer any
tact me at 781-826-3102 or tomkatenugent@comcast.net

Thanks so much!

Kate
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News from the Finance Comr

Overview:

As you all know by now, we will be welcoming our new pastor, Dr. Alex Musoke to High Street
UMC this July. Pastor Alex will be our part-time minister, working 25 hours per week. As difficult as
it is to say good bye to Pastor Barbara, it was made necessary due to our challenging financial situa-
tion.

History:

Our income from pledges dropped from a high of $98,325 in 2008 to only $82,676 in 2009; while
expenses have remained fairly constant over the last several years, including over $42,000 a year in
annual loan payments for the church addition and the parsonage mortgage. To date we have paid
down nearly 50% of this debt. High Street has been operating at a deficit for the past seven years,
but we have had money in reserve from past capital campaigns to cover this deficit. Unfortunately,
this reserve is nearly gone. This is why we made the difficult decision to cut costs by moving from a
full-time to a part-time ministry. And, this decision was made only after long and prayerful considera-
tion. We also consider it to be a temporary situation until we can pay off some of our loans and get
expenses back in line with income.

Future:

That being said, we are not completely out of the woods. Even with a reduction in salary and in-
surance expenses for a part-time ministry, we still anticipate that our income will be less than our ex-
penses i although not nearly as great. For example, our deficit for the first six months of this year
under full-time ministry will be about $19,000 but will be reduced to less than $5,000 for the second
half of the year with a part-time pastor.

Therefore, we need you to remain just as faithful to your pledge as you have in the past. Our in-
come must not go down any further. If it does, we will not be able to pay all our bills. For your infor-
mation, this year there are approximately 35 families that either pledge or give on a consistent
weekly basis. The lowest pledge amount is $5 per week and the highest is $220 per week. If you
have not pledged in the past, | urge you to consider doing so at this time.

High Street UMC is close to balancing its budget for the first time in many years. If we could bring
our income back up to the 2008 level, we would achieve this goal. Please pray for our church that,
with Goddés help and guidance, we will be able to

Yours in Christ,

HSUMC Finance Committee
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Mot her 6s Day Seren

l n May, the men of HSUMC proved they have a f| ¢
een member Mends Chorus joined voiOesr i My aHda dadr (C
Music in the Air). Alternating solo and tutti sections, they sang, hummed and accompanied them-

selves with hand clapping (in rhythm no less) and the use of several of our percussion instruments.

We hope this becomes an fiannual 06 event and | ook
June on Fatherds Day.

Kudos go out to the Mendbs Chorus member s: Har ol
son Courtright, Aidan Courtright, Michael Courtright, Vinnie Foster, Bob Keagy, Brad Kell, Kevin
Kell, Gary Miller, Bill Morris, Dan Murphy, Don Nelson, Robert Solomon, Jim Twigg, Jacob Twigg,
and Byron Wanty!

June Birthdays June Anniversarie

Heather Bell June 1 Bonnie and Neal Bowler June 12, 1994
Kate Nugent June 1 Ethel and Byron Wanty June 20, 1953
Ryan Crawford June 2, 1986 Melissa and Bill Bristol June 28, 1975
Linda Anderson June 6

Abbie & Jacob Twigg June 18, 2001

Stephanie Kilgore June 19, 1986

Matthew Nugent June 27, 2000

Tagged Again??

Reminder: The Administrative Council encourages everyone to wear name tags at church. This is
a courtesy not only to visitors and folks who have recently begun worshipping with us, but will also
be immensely helpful to Pastor Alex when he joins us beginning July 4. If you need a name tag, ei-
ther your first one, or a replacement, please contact Sue Johnson, Patti Keagy, or Melissa Bristol as
soon as possible. Thank you!
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Save the Date Reminder

We would |Iike to celebrate the | ast six years
calendars, Sunday June 13 for an afternoon of fellowship, food and reminiscing.

Mechuwana Car Wash and Updat:

FELLOWSHIP SUPPER A HUGE SUCCESS

On May 8, Team Mechuwana held a supper in the Fellowship Hall to benefit their Mission Trip to
Winthrop, Maine August 8-14. Mission goers are working to raise necessary funds to purchase
building supplies, paint, and cover traveling expenses. Youth and adults alike served attendees a
meal of pasta, salad, rolls and assorted decadent desserts. Following the supper, attendees en-
gaged in lively and at t i me¥ahtfee Applpseaa Apples aneg Bahaed- | o w
grams.

DONOT MI SS THE CAR WASH JUNE 12

The second Mechuwana fundraiser is a car wash on Saturday, June 12 from 9 AM i 1 PM in Pem-
broke Center across the street from First Parish Church. Tickets are $5.

This year we will not be asking church members to donate food for our trip because the food is in-
cluded in the cost of the trip and will be prepared by the staff at Camp Mechuwana. We appreciate
all the support the congregation has shown in the past years and look forward to a successful and
productive trip.
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Fellowship Supper Benefits Mechuw




